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economic inequality comes 
from the existence of super 
wealth, which is inherently 
unjust and undermines 
democracy. This argument 
traces back to Aristotle's 
Politics: the problem with 
democracy is that the poor 
will try to take the 
property of the rich. 
Chomsky calls this the 
"democracy problem," and 
identifies two solutions: 
reduce inequality or reduce 
democracy. 
In the United States over 
the past sixty years, the 
clear trend has been 
towards reducing 
democracy. Since the 
Freedom Movement's 
deep engagement with, 
and demands for, both 
greater democracy and 
greater economic equality, 
there's been a significant 
shift from common 
ownership structures to 
shareholder ownership, 
pension plans to 401 (K) 's, 
and a decline in 
suppression, gerrymandering, the electoral college, an 
unrepresentative Senate, and the weakening of 
campaign finance law have all reflected a push to 
reduce democracy. 
These twin pressures burst to the forefront during the 
2020 election, which demonstrated that the true cost 
of economic injustice in American society reaches 
beyond economic pressures-it frays our political 
systems and leads us away from inclusive, just 
democracy. 
The Democracy Law Project and Law Students for a 
Democratic Society will be joined by several panelists 
to discuss this interplay, and how we can continue 
pushing for greater democracy. 
Panelists: 
Benjamin Hovland, Designated Federal Officer, 
Technical Guidelines Development Committee 
Andy Lamas L'81, Professor, University of 
Pennsylvania 
Jamila Medley, Organizational & Leadership 
Development, Jamila Medley Consulting 
Ian Vandewalker, Senior Counsel, Brennan Center's 
Democracy Program 
This program has been approved for 1. 0 Ethics CLE 
credits for Pennsylvania lawyers. CLE credit may be 
